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as he is, a heretic, a relapsed miscreant, a devil! "
But diatribes such as this excited only disgust, except
among the dregs of the mob, who lived on the doles
of the convents and the largess of the Spaniards.

On January 26 (1593), the representatives met in
the hall of the Louvre, to decide, so Mayenne as-
sured them, the weightiest matter ever laid before
the Council of the nation. At this first session there
were only 60 members present and among them
no representatives of the nobility. When, after-
wards, the deputies of the more distant towns and
provinces had arrived, the greatest number who
ever sat was only 128, among whom there were but
24 nobles. The lay Estates of the South-western
and Central Provinces did not send a single repre-
sentative. According to Villeroy, those who came
were for the most part factious and needy men,
enemies of the public peace, elected for the express
purpose of supporting the designs of the Spaniards.
Such is the evidence of a Leaguer; the Royalist De
Serre says that they were seditious and corrupt
fellows chosen from the very dregs of the people.
So contemptible in numbers and composition was
the Assembly which was summoned to subvert the
fundamental laws of the kingdom and to disinherit
the rightful heir of St. Lewis. Yet a majority of
the representatives of Paris belonged to the moderate
party in the League, nor does the conduct of the
Estates generally appear to merit such uncompro-
mising condemnation. They showed some signs of
patriotism, some desire of peace, some wish to
escape the domination of Spain.